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some extent 
more than 
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himself up, but go 


ne prices have landed President Bush in the middle of a political storm, and to 
he has only himself to blame. Mr. Bush did not cause gas prices to rise, any 
esident Bill Clinton did when prices jumped above $2 a gallon last summer. As 
lere is little he can do in the short term to bring prices down. However, he set 
>od, for the lashing he is getting from the Democrats. 


First, he instructed 
strategy, thus addi 
plunged into three 
on health care, and 
conservationists a:; 
could meet the nafci 
Bush's campaign, 
captive of big oil a 


i Vice President Dick Cheney, a fellow oilman, to develop a national energy 
! ng to Mr. Cheney's growing portfolio of important tasks. Mr. Cheney then 
months of secret meetings reminiscent of Hillary Clinton's closed-door plotting 
' embarked on a series of tough-guy speeches in which he derided 
virtuous wimps and said that only a strategy weighted toward extraction 
ion's energy needs. Add to all this the oil industry's huge contributions to Mr. 
and it has not been difficult for the Democrats to portray the president as a 
nd an enemy of the little guy at the pump. 


One ironic elemen: 
Bush and Mr. Chen 
future. Mr. Bush is 
while Mr. Cheney 
tundra and building 
occurred, some p 
predicting. 


here is that Americans might not be nearly as traumatized by gas prices if Mr. 
ley had not spent so much time scaring them about the country's energy 
constantly engaging in careless talk about how "we're running out of energy," 
has been forecasting a bleak future unless we start punching holes in the Arctic 
ig 1,300 power plants. Little wonder, then, that when a spike in gas prices 
•eople saw it as confirmation of the very apocalypse the Bush team has been 
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In recent days, Mr 
sounded as if he 
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improved efficiency 
shortages of the e 
with only a 25 peri 
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But Mr. Cheney's 
grips of an energy 
increase supplies 
and build new infra 


ministration seems to have largely ignored the curative forces of the 
■ even now may be working to increase supplies and stabilize prices of both 
soline. The rise in natural gas prices over the last few years, for example, has 
the number of drilling rigs in operation, and this in turn is likely to alleviate the 
derlie the administration's calls for urgent government action. 


explain the recent spike in prices at the gas pump. Mr. Cheney attributes the 
failure to build any new refineries for 25 years. A more important reason is 
i anticipate changes in American buying habits. When Americans were buying 
efficient cars in the 1970's and 80's, oil refining became a depressed business, 
only incremental additions to capacity. When Americans turned to S.U.V.'s and 
in the 90's, refiners were caught short. 


capacity and upgrading pipelines will, in time, get more gasoline to market 
es at the pump. But the larger, more important lesson from the current spike 
that conservation and efficiency — the very responses Mr. Cheney has 
fact vital components of any rational strategy aimed at bringing supply and 
balance and thus moderating prices. 


Cheney has been softening his tone a bit, and on CNN last Tuesday he 
d been up all night reading Al Gore's "Earth in the Balance." He asked the 
in the debate to stop stereotyping one another. He all but conceded that 
had been the cornerstone of America's energy successes since the gasoline 
irly 1970's, noting that the American economy had managed to grow fivefold 
cent increase in energy. He spoke glowingly of how new technologies had made 
ce more energy with less pollution. He said the administration would offer tax 
wable energy sources and more fuel-efficient cars, and would at least examine 
ening fuel economy standards for cars and trucks. 


tjasic message remained the same. The country, he continued to insist, is in the 
shortage, and the only sure way to address it is to move aggressively to 
' oil and natural gas, remove impediments to the increased burning of coal 
structure, including refineries, pipelines and electrical transmission lines. If 


cf 





that is the main message of Mr. Bush's forthcoming energy plan, then the lesson of the current 
gasoline shortage, that conservation has to be a prominent part of any new policy, will have been 
missed. 
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August. 


ublican who co-sponsored the bill to reduce the role of money in politics said it was crucial for the bill to 
differences between the House and Senate resolved — before Congress takes its summer recess in 
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use Must Pass Campaign Bill by June 


luters) - Sen. John McCain said on Sunday that backers of his Senate-passed campaign finance bill 
lh the House of Representatives by next month if it is to survive efforts by opponents to delay it to 


have to try to press for this legislation to be taken up in June so that we would have the month of 
thing done," McCain said on the NBC News '' Meet the Press" program. 


don't get this thing resolved before the August recess, it's in serious jeopardy," he added. 

Administration Committee started a new round of hearings two weeks ago on revamping the campaign 
Republican leaders said the House probably would not begin debate on the issue until July. 


the measure fear the panel's hearings are part of a ploy to indefinitely delay the legislation, which 
e on April 2 over the opposition of most Republicans and is opposed by House Republican leaders. 


t he House is having hearings, but I would argue that if there's an issue that is fairly well known by every 
h ouse and Senate it is this issue," said McCain. 


pans unregulated donations to political parties known as soft money, raises individual contribution limits 
,000 a year and bars the use of labor, corporate and some advocacy group funds for issue ads that 
candidate in the period before an election. 


$2 


oved similar bills to the Senate version twice, in 1998 and 1999, only to see them die in the Senate. But 
mp of approval this year has given new urgency to the House debate. 


sses 


a bill, which could vary significantly from the Senate bill, McCain said one of the strategies of 
rs will be to put opponents in charge of the House-Senate conference committee that will be assembled 
nces between the two versions. 


President Bush has withheld judgement on the bill, but has promised to sign any measure that ' 'improves the system." 
SUPPORTERS MULL WAYS TO KEEP BILL MOVING 


sponsored the Senate bill with Wisconsin Democrat Russell Feingold, said supporters are considering 
ntary maneuvers to keep the bill moving. 


Republican leader Trent Lott had not yet officially sent the Senate Bill to the House. 


'' Unless he does that, we’re going to have to force a vote on a resolution this week so he’ll send the bill over to the 


































House," he said. 

' 'I think they're going to try very hard to kill the bill in the House," he added. ' 'They've made no bones about that." 

Email this story - View most popular | Formatted version 


(2 r* r* 

Search: ' Stories ' Photos 1 Full Coverage 

Home | Top Stories | Business | Tech | Politics | World | Local | Entertainment | Sports | Science | Health 


llliliii 


Advanced 


Questions or Comments 

Copyright © 2001 Reuters Limited . All rights reserved. 

Republication or redistribution of Reuters content is expressly prohibited without the prior written consent of Reuters. 
Reuters shall not be liable for any errors or delays in the content, or for any actions taken in reliance thereon. 

























’Sataoo 




Yahoo! - My Yahoo! - News Alerts - Help 


Pav hills for FREE! 


Yaho 


o! Bill Pay 


Home | Top Stories | Busi ness | Tech | Politics | World | Local | Entertainment | Sports | Science | Health 


Op/Ed Headlines 
Saturday May 0$ 08:10 PM EDT 

The Noisy D 


eath Of Bipartisanship 


By Richard Reeves 


WASHINGTON - 
done that by elimli 


President Bush has kept his promise to change the partisan tone of the great Washington debate. He's 
inating debate. 


rd 


After 100 days a 
somebody has be|< 
White House and 
and Republican Id 


all that, the sound of "bipartisanship" is almost gone from the land. If the word itself is heard, then 
en away for a while. The sounds of the election are gone, too — but only temporarily — as a Republican 
Congress have tried to silently take the power they believe is theirs by electoral right. The president 
aders have sometimes compromised a bit under pressure, but not very often. 
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pre determined to use as much power as possible as soon as possible. Take the appointment of 
bipartisan way is to appoint professionals. The partisan way is to appoint your friends and 
then allow the professionals to show them, on a map, where the country is and wish them luck. 


first wave of Bush appointees with those of that well-known bipartisan, Bill Clinton. Of President Bush's 
orial nominees, according to USA Today, 22 have been personal friends or important Republican 
snly five have been Foreign Service Officers. In his first 100 days, President Clinton had appointed 23 
all but two were FSOs, career diplomats. 


eS 


ambassador to Great Britain, for instance, is William Farish, a Kentucky horse breeder, who managed 
father, George H.W. Bush, and donated more than $140,000 to Bush the younger's campaign. The 
nd, Richard Egan, gave the Bush campaign more than $490,000. Charles Heimbold Jr. gave the 
an $350,000; he's getting Sweden. And so it goes. 


ti 


comment by spokesman Ari Fleischer is: "For foreign nations, it is an asset to have an ambassador who 
nship with the president himself." 


wonder why we even bother to train diplomats. But Foreign Service Officers, especially those who are 
bipartisan, have little clout in this town, so the tone is quiet indeed. 


e another matter. Washington is about to explode on that one. Bush's first district court nominees are 
mounced soon. But the Democrats have already made it clear they are prepared to fight them one by 
the Senate to confirm any of them. Already the Democrats, who have enough Senate votes to block 
s, have begun the coming battle by holding up the two Bush Justice Department nominees, Theodore 
general and Larry Thompson as deputy attorney general. They are making a point. 


d tradition of "senatorial courtesy." That right, which goes back to the presidency of George Washington, 
but has often been honored by custom. Individual senators, often acting in private, have generally 
over the appointment of judges from their own states. Republicans, including Senate Judiciary Chairman 
tjah, would love to politely forget about that courtesy, just as Democrats often wanted to do when they 
in the upper house. 


case to make, because when Clinton was president, the Utah senator sent to all other members of the 
slib announcing each White House nomination. The blue paper said: "No further proceedings on this 
scheduled until both blue slips have been returned by the nominee's home-state senators." 























The fight over the 
Democrats routin 
Republicans accu 
intense level this 
Bush president. 


appointment and confirmation of lifetime judges is obviously a very serious point for both parties, with 
lely accusing the Republicans of trying to stack federal courts with conservative ideologues, as 
ised Clinton of trying to fill the bench with liberals. But the fight and emotions will be on a much more 
time around because of the role the lifetime justices of the Supreme Court played in making George W. 


Judicial nominatic 
Time. As far as tt 
now be consider* 


ed 


ns now will be considered on PST — not Pacific Standard Time, but on the Democrats' Payback Standard 
e losers of last year's court battles on election counts and recounts are concerned, all federal courts can 
H political battlegrounds. The partisan fight is about to be resumed, quite noisily. 
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